Articles of Organization for Dog Scout Troop #________
Article I

The name of this organization shall be Dog Scouts of America Troop #______ (a subgroup of Dog Scouts of America, the central organization).

Article II
The purposes for which the group is organized are:

1. To educate people about the importance of the human/companion animal bond, through a variety of educational activities.  The troop will promote the critical nature of this bond by providing information regarding the health, psychological and emotional benefits of a positive association with pets, and how association with animals at an early age seriously impacts the self-esteem and personal growth of youngsters into productive adults.  This will enhance people’s awareness of the connection between humane education, prevention of cruelty to animals, responsible dog ownership and becoming a more productive member of society.  This education will be provided via community presentations, television appearances, radio interviews, school presentations, pet fairs and other informational booths. 

2. To conduct humane education. The foundation will educate via every forum available to us, targeting in particular young school children who need to learn to value, care for, and protect living things, and foster an attitude of stewardship for animals.  We will help people gain knowledge of how a dog thinks, how to prevent dog attacks, and learn valuable behavioral and training skills which will make the traumatic abandonment or euthanasia of the family pet unnecessary options when faced with behavior problems, and will transform adults and children into responsible dog owners.  The troop will also hold demonstrations of a non-commercial nature, at which dogs performing a variety of services and activities are exhibited to the public, creating awareness and understanding of the human/animal bond.   This will also promote an enriched, safe environment for adults and children to live in, and remove barriers preventing involvement of animals in everyday life.

3. To support the involvement in the art, skill and discipline of animal behavior modification by the use of operant conditioning and other non-traditional, non-punishment based training methods on the part of its members and the global community, for the purpose of having the members learn and teach others to perform various skills and activities with their dogs, as a team, which will improve the quality of their lives, and make them a more valuable resource to the community.  By providing humane education and responsible dog ownership instruction, the goal will be to prevent cruelty to animals, lower the incidence of dog attacks on humans, and help stem the tide of surplus animals being euthanized by the millions each year because of being discarded for behavior problems or bred indiscriminately and overpopulating.  This will improve the quality of life for people and animals, prevent cruelty to animals and improve the public image of working animals.

Article III

This troop is organized on a non-stock basis, and has no real or personal property assets.

Funding will be primarily supported by gifts, grants, and contributions from the public.
Article IV
The contact name (troop leader) for this troop is: _____________________________________                            

The contact address for this troop is:  _______________________________________________
Article V

On dissolution of the organization, after paying or providing for the payment of all of the liabilities of the organization, the corporation's assets shall be distributed (1) for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of I RC 501 (c)(3), or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code or (2) to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose.  Any assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the circuit court of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations that the court shall determine and that are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

ARTICLE VI
When a compromise, an arrangement, or a plan of reorganization is proposed between this organization and its creditors, a court of equity jurisdiction within this state may order a meeting of the affected creditors.  The organization or a creditor of the organization, or a receiver appointed for the organization may apply to the court for a meeting.  The meeting shall be summoned in such manner as the court directs.  If a majority in number representing 3/4 in value of the affected agree to a compromise or arrangement, the compromise, arrangement, or reorganization of this organization resulting from the compromise or arrangement, if approved by the court, shall be binding on all the creditors, and also on this organization.

ARTICLE VII
No member of the board of directors of the organization who is a volunteer director, as that term is defined in the Act, or a volunteer officer shall be personally liable to this organization for monetary damages for a breach of the director's or officer's fiduciary duty; provided, however, that this provision shall not eliminate or limit the liability of a director or officer for any of the following:

1. a breach of the director's or officer's duty of loyalty to the organization;

2. acts or omissions not in good faith or that involve intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law;

3. a violation of section 551 (1) of the Act;

4. a transaction from which the director or officer derived an improper personal benefit;

5. an act or omission occurring before the filing of these articles of organization; or

6. an act or omission that is grossly negligent.

If the Act is amended after the filing of these articles of organization to authorize

the further elimination or limitation of the liability of directors or officers of nonprofit organizations, then the liability of members of the board of directors or officers, in addition to that described in this article, shall be eliminated or limited to the fullest extent permitted by the Act as so amended.  No amendment or repeal of this article shall apply to or have any effect on the liability or alleged liability of any member of the board of directors or officer of this organization for or with respect to any acts or omissions occurring before the effective date of any such amendment or repeal.

ARTICLE VIII
The organization assumes the liability for all acts or omissions of a volunteer if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The volunteer was acting or reasonably believed he or she was acting within the scope of his or her authority.

2. The volunteer was acting in good faith.

3. The volunteer's conduct did not amount to gross negligence or willful and wanton misconduct.

4. The volunteer's conduct was not an intentional tort.

5. The volunteer's conduct was not a tort arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle for which tort liability may be imposed as provided in section 3135 of the Insurance Code of 1956, Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, being section 500.3135 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

Article IX

The organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and/or scientific purposes under section §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof.  
No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  
Notwithstanding any other provision of this document, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

These articles of organization were adopted on ___________, 20 ___ 
________________________________

________________________________
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Title:   Troop Leader
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