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Basic Premises:

Your dog already knows how to track!

It is impossible for humans to track scent

Dogs love to track and almost all dogs will track something
Tracking is putting on cue, something he already does better than you

There Are No “Tricks” To Teaching A Dog to Track
Repetition, repetition, repetition. ...

Work on small pieces

Work with a goal in mind at each session

Keep it fun

If your dog “fails, back up and start at where he last succeeded.

What You Will Need
Tracking Harness

6’ Lead

40" Lead

Tracking Stakes or flags

Articles

Land

Flee and Tick Preventative

Food (small, soft treats)

Comfortable/weather appropriate clothes and shoes, possibly glove to prevent line

burn

Conditioning
= Tracking is mentally and physically challenging to the dog
Fit dogs will track better
TD =1 ~ 2 miles on 3 to 4 days a week
TDX = 2-3 miles on 3 to 4 days a week
Tracking is not good for conditioning

.
Maps
* In order to train, you must know exactly where you walk.
Learning the length of your stride—walk in a normal manner

Parallax
Triangulation
Field markers
Mapping tracks
Practice

10 flag exercise
$1 exercise
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Straigiten out line before you start

Allow line to trail behind you

Initially work right behind the dog, gradually work out to 20 ft.

Koep line taught, allowing the dog to put more pressure on the line as he builds
confidence

Work at waist high

Keep line out of dog’s way if he circles

The Track
= Determine wind direction

Initially shuffle, then work up to normal stride

Approach in a calm, quict manner

Attach harness just before the track and remove immediately after

Give start command and then BE QUIET! Talking and encouraging only distracts
the dog an makes him dependent on your directions.

“Post up” if the dog gets too far off the track or stops working

Praise quietly at the find, allow to play with the glove, place back on lead and heal
off the track, moving away from the track (be careful not to contaminate
someone else’s track.)

Indicating The “Find”
Retrieve, sit or down
The glove circie
Restarts
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TODAY'S AIR WAITING
DATE TEMP TIME
TRACK WND GROUND
AREA SPEED TYPE
TRACK SHCE GROLND
TIME TYPE CONDITION
WND FO0D TRACK
DIRECTION TYPE ARTICLES
WIND
DIRECTION
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COMMENTS:

NEXT TRACK:
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