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Dog Scouts of America
Letterboxing Handout 2

Rules:
· Respect the land – Leave no trace of your visit on the land. Place boxes next to the trails.
· Don’t publish or share other people’s clue solutions without their permission

· Leave a letterbox as good (or better) than the way you found it. 

· If a box is damaged, let the box placer know. If you can fix it (new baggie or box) do so, but let the placer know. They may want to change the location of the box.

· Be discrete when stamping in. Don’t let non-boxers see you retrieve or re-hide the box

· Don’t break the law (leash laws, littering laws, trespass laws or any other) 

What you need to get started:   (a very basic list, more could be added)
· A log book – plain paper that isn’t too thin works best

· An ink pad – type of ink is up to you. Ask a sales person if you need help choosing

· A personal ‘signature’ stamp – store bought or hand carved

· Clues – from the first website listed on this page

· Compass – one with a turn-able housing and the degrees marked (some clues don’t require one)

· Some way to carry these items (pockets, a pouch, etc.)

· Pen or pencil to record the date you were at the letterbox and any notes you want to record
· OPTIONAL - Carving tools:    (only if you want to carve your OWN stamps – lots of fun!)
· I recommend a #1 blade on a Speedball tool

· Others use Exacto knives or bigger Speedball blades

· Some have used a Dremel too!
What you need to plant a box:

· A waterproof container (unless it’s placed inside or in a protected location) – no glass

· A stamp – store bought or hand carved

· A log book – can be any size that will fit into the container

· Access to a computer and membership to the talk list or letterboxing site to post your clues (or you can keep them word of mouth, or you can place the clues into another letterbox)

LINKS OF INTEREST
Letterboxing Info Links:
Letterboxing clues site: www.Letterboxing.org
Letterboxing clues and messages: www.AtlasQuest.com 
Talk list: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/letterbox-usa/ (requires free membership)

Stamp Carving info:

Carving Consortium: http://www.negia.net/~unity/
Silent Doug’s site: http://www.letterboxing.info/links_carving.shtml

Ryan’s site: http://www.geocities.com/rscarpen/Lb/Docs/Carving/
Carving medium:    (for carving your own stamps)

PZ Kut (What I recommend) http://www.Stampeaz.com 


Stampez - available at most craft stores (Michaels, Hobby Lobby, etc.) -- Erasers can also be used.
How to use a compass:   http://www.learn-orienteering.org/old        (look for the ‘compass alone’ page) 

