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Is Scene safe?

Assess animal

Secure Scene

Airway– check to make sure airway is open, no 

obstructions

Breathing – Look for rise and fall of chest, 

feel from warm breath against fingers or 

hand

Circulation – check femoral 

pulse

Is airway clear and free 

of obstruction?

Is animal breathing?

Rescue Breathing– administer 2 slow full 

breaths – making sure not to be too forceful.  

Watch for rise and fall of chest.  If no rise and 

fall – reposition the head and attempt again.  If 

unsuccessful – Reassess Airway and attempt 

again. 

Clear the airway – check for airway 

obstruction – clear if able.  Repostion the head 

to assist.
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Does animal have a 

pulse?

Compressions-Lay animal down on right 

side (make sure to be on firm surface) and 

administer 15 compressions.  Continue for 4 

cycles of 15 compressions to 2 breaths.  

Reassess Breathing and Circulation

No

Get animal to vet
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Canine CPR A-B-C Flowchart
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Assessment:  Scene


Is Scene safe?


Assess animal


Yes


Secure Scene


No


Airway – check to make sure airway is open, no obstructions


Breathing – Look for rise and fall of chest, feel from warm breath against fingers or hand


Circulation – check femoral pulse


No


Is airway clear and free of obstruction?


Is animal breathing?


No


Rescue Breathing – administer 2 slow full breaths – making sure not to be too forceful.  Watch for rise and fall of chest.  If no rise and fall – reposition the head and attempt again.  If unsuccessful – Reassess Airway and attempt again. 


Compressions  - Lay animal down on right side (make sure to be on firm surface) and administer 15 compressions.  Continue for 4 cycles of 15 compressions to 2 breaths.  Reassess Breathing and Circulation


No


Yes


Clear the airway – check for airway obstruction – clear if able.  Repostion the head to assist.


Canine CPR A-B-C Flowchart
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Does animal have a pulse?



