Scoutmaster Written Test

The purpose of this test is to be sure that everyone that would like to spread the missions of DSA by becoming a Scoutmaster has the same:

· High level of training

· Standards for the certification of dogs and handlers

· Ability to help people fully understand and learn the Dog Scout way and the Dog Scout mission

· Desire to spread the DSA mission and teach others

This is difficult to measure without face-to-face observation.  However, Dog Scouts of America is no longer only in America.  The ripples created by the start of DSA have spread across the borders and the oceans.  We encourage people to start troops and become both Scoutmasters and Evaluators, but the need for worldwide travel to get the program started is prohibitive.  For this reason, the written (and oral) portions of the test were developed in conjunction with the videotape evaluations.  It is preferred that everyone who enters into the program is trained in-person by current Scoutmasters or Evaluators, but at this time it’s just not possible.  If you have the opportunity to have your Dog Scout certification standards and dog training knowledge observed in-person by a certified DSA representative, it is recommended that you take that option.  Being evaluated in-person can preclude the need for this test.  Simply advise the DSA Certification Program Director (CPD) of the date you were observed and the name of the certified representative and this test can be waived.  

There is no time limit for this test and you may use the materials and references that are recommended in the “Start a Troop” section of the Dog Scouts of America website (www.DogScouts.org).  Please don’t feel you have to limit your response to the space allowed.  If you need to, feel free to add more paper and number the continuation of your answers to match the number of the question with which that answer relates.  (Example: If you need to continue your answer for question 14 on another sheet of paper, start your continuation with “14)” But please answer the questions with your own words.  Copy/paste from other sources is not what I’m looking for. (
When you have completed the test, simply return it to the DSA CPD.
You are very important to the mission of spreading Dog Scouts wisdom far and wide.  Thank you for your interest in this program.  

Please print legibly (if you print this out) or return the following in electronic format to DogScouts@hotmail.com 

The Dog Scout Mission and the Dog Scout Way:

1) What are the missions of Dog Scouts of America?

2) Why was the leadership training program developed? What is its purpose?

3) How does DSA affect the lives of dogs and their owners, particularly those dogs that would end up in shelters?

4) List at least 5 things the handler needs to know to be “the smart end of the leash.”

5) Name 5 obvious calming signals that owners can watch for in their dogs.

6) List 4 examples of behaviors you can teach a dog that help him learn self control.

7) What would you say to someone that doesn’t use clicker training to convince him or her to change to clicker methods? (Can use additional paper to continue your answer)

8) What is the covenant (agreement) owners should have with their dogs to prevent aggression?

9) How can the use of punishment make aggression worse?

10) In your opinion, what are the three most important behaviors a handler can teach the dog and why?

Training/Teaching:

11) What are the things you need to focus on when teaching someone about how to clicker train for the first time? These would be the things that could cause the clicker training to fail or be much more difficult.

12) How do clicker training and traditional (correction based) training methods differ?

13) What causes the dog to do as the handler requests? How do you get that?

14) What do you tell someone that tells you they don’t use clicker training because they don’t want to always carry treats? And they want their dog to work for them and not the food.  (Can continue on another sheet of paper if needed).

15) How can someone break his or her dog’s cycle of aggression toward other dogs?

16) How do owners affect (both positively and negatively) the body language their dogs show?

17) When is a verbal cue for a behavior added? Why?

18) When teaching the dog a new cue for a known behavior, when is the new cue added? Why?

19) Do you think people have to show the dog who is boss or be the Alpha?

20) What is socialization (give examples) and why is it important?

21) What is the best way to teach a dog or puppy to give you something they have and want? (Example: Puppy steals a food wrapper from the garbage)

22) What is a Gorn?

23) What is Positive Punishment and why does it not work in most cases?

24) List at least 4 of the ways we use our language in ways that can confuse our dogs.

25) List at least 4 of the reasons a dog may show very different behavior or reactions in various environments or with different people.

The Dog Scout test:

26) If a person wanted to be tested and said the only way his/her dog could pass was to wear a choke chain, and they promise not to ‘jerk’ on it, what would you say?

27) If an owner says they had two clean up bags earlier, but had to use one, what do you do?

28) You are testing the dog/handler on the heel exercise.  When the dog sits in response to a cue and the handler pulls a treat out of his/her pocket and gives it to the dog.  What do you do?

29) You are testing the friendly with a stranger.  The dog pulls the owner toward the stranger and proceeds to knock the stranger over with affectionate licking of the strangers face.  Does the dog pass? Why?

30) Regarding the ‘safe with other dogs’.  You have the handler of a pit bull that does not want her dog to play off lead with other dogs.  What do you do? Why?

31) While testing for heel: You have given the handler clear instructions on how to proceed through an ‘L’ shaped heeling pattern including two turns and two sits.  The handler makes up his/her own course including the sits and a figure 8, but the dog maintains heel position on a loose lead.  What do you do?

32) During the leave it test: The handler starts to make their first pass and ‘growls’ the cue to the dog.  The dog shrinks away from the decoy with ears back and head down and won’t look at it for any other passes, even if no cue is given.  What do you do?

33) An owner has been trying to train the leave it with an animal and no matter how many times she says leave it her dog just doesn’t seem to be getting it.  The dog is determined that if he stares at the animal long enough it will run.  What do you suggest that the owner do (in detail)? 

