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PURPOSE: This badge demonstrates the dog’s ability to “panhandle” as a means of fundraising. 

DOG REQUIREMENTS: The dog must demonstrate a willingness and ability to take and hold paper 

money and other items and will place them in various containers on cue. 

HANDLER REQUIREMENTS: The handler must understand the concepts of operant conditioning, shaping 

and behavior chaining and must use these methods in teaching the dog to panhandle. 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED: Paper money is needed along with a couple of containers for the dog to place the 

money in. One container should be fairly small, like a coffee cup or a jar. Some type of paper like a tri-

fold brochure or a standard sized envelope and a small trinket are also needed. 

PROCESS: The dog must be able to complete all of the badge requirements with minimal help from or 

‘nagging’ by the handler. A few repeats of a cue are okay and a combination of verbal cue and hand 

signals may be used, but cues repeated continually are not allowed. The target chair, table, bucket or 

cup must remain stationary and may not be brought to the dog or moved in any way to aid him in 

performing the behavior. The dog may perform all of the required behaviors either on or off leash, but 

the handler should not need to touch the dog to get him to perform.  

The dog should be able to take all of the items gently so there is not risk of accidental injury to the 

fingers of a child or adult no matter how the item is presented to the dog. When asked to give an item 

to another person, the person may hold out his/her hand and may say the dog’s name but should not 

otherwise cue the dog. The handler should give the item to the dog and then direct the dog to go to the 

target person who is a few feet away. The dog must be required to walk with the item and not just turn 

his head. The target person does not need to be a stranger but should take the item the way a member 

of the general public would take it from him.  

While we wouldn’t normally ask our dogs to take coins from other people and we don’t require it for the 

badge, it is advisable to teach the dog to take a coin if offered rather than swallow it like a treat. You 

should always discourage strangers from offering coins to a dog and encourage them to offer bills 

instead. Some coins may contain toxic metals that might harm the dog. 

 

ALLOWED: NOT ALLOWED: 

 Repeated cues  Continual cues or ‘nagging’ the dog 

 Normal and reasonable sized 
containers 

 Moving the target chair, bucket, cup, etc. to 
assist the dog 

 Any trinket such as something that 
might be a ‘give away’ at a booth 

 Any behavior other than holding out 
his/her hand and calling the dog’s name by 
the target person 

 


