Carriage Dog (Carting Safety)
Activity check-off sheet
All behaviors must have been taught or re-taught to the dog (preferably using a new cue), using only positive reward based methods. No rewards on person during final evaluation.
___ Dog will demonstrate an immediate response to a leave-it cue that moves the dog away from access to an equine. Leash, if used, stays loose.
___ Dog will do a “leave-it” with horse poop, at least 2 pass-bys on loose leash or off leash. 
___ Dog will walk near the equine without undue curiosity or predatory behaviors (no barking, growling, pre-emptive strike lunges, or chasing)
___ Dog will remain under control at all times when within working distance of the equine and not be allowed to do anything unsafe (such as playing with the tack or running run under the equine). 

___ Dog is comfortable in and around the cart 
__ Dog will get in and out of the cart when cued, and only when cued 
__ Dog will sit or down stay on the ground while handler gets cart ready, and feeds equine a treat 
__ Dog will enter cart, remain in the cart, and behave in the cart, while handler drives the cart for a short trip (at least a 1/4 mile and including at least 2 smooth turns and one smooth stop)
__Handler understands that working with large animals, like equines, carries with it inherent risks and dangers, and if at camp, has signed a waiver to this effect 
__Handler has attended Dog & Pony class (clicker training for equines) if at camp. And/or has learned how to be safe around horses and can demo teaching an equine a basic behavior using reward based methods.
__Handler knows how to tack up a horse for carting and can explain which parts of the harness go where, and what they do

__Handler knows how to drive the cart safely including turns, changes of pace and stops. 
__Handler can keep his/her dog calm and under control in the cart while driving it, even if passing a distraction.
__Handler knows what to do if the equine or dog should panic, become frightened or gets overly interested in a distraction. 
__Handler can describe the usefulness of each of the above check-off items
