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To teach matching:



Dog has target options that match what is in your hand (need doubles of whatever object are used.)  

NOTE: This learning may be very taxing on the dog’s brain, so if you see the dog struggling or fading, take a play break.  For other dogs, they really get into figuring out the puzzle and love the challenge.  These dogs can play this game longer, but still don’t push it too far.  Leave them wanting more and let “latent learning” take place (they figure out the puzzle during a break or nap :-)
Decide on the target behavior (smack it, nose touch, bring it, etc.)

Practice random targeting using desired behavior and the objects to be used. Reward the behavior you desire (the nose touch or paw touch or retrieve) that will be used for indicating the object. No discrimination yet.

Start with 2 distinct targets set within reach of the dog.  Handler has items that match those 2 target items that can be hidden and presented as needed.

Flash cards of red, yellow, blue, white and black could be used or flash cards with things like these bold symbols: 


Once the dog learns these, you might be able to start using letters and the dog could “spell” words by matching! 

Decide if the dog should point out the matching symbol or the one that doesn’t match.

At first, hold up the target card and then point to the correct choice for the dog

Click/reward (then set target item down) if they get it right. 

For wrong choices, don’t click, but raise the target card or otherwise take it out of 

        position, but still within view so dog can study it briefly.  Then set the item down 

        and re-set for the next try.  You can pick up the same card or a different one.

Guessing by simply switching to the other item after a “no click” does not get rewarded, only if correct item is chosen 1st.  Otherwise they don’t have any reason to pay attention.

After a few repetitions with your help, let the dog figure it out on his own.  Use same response as above for good/bad responses.  Don’t forget to move the dog’s target options around too from time to time.
Once the dog seems to really have it and can quickly get it correct at least 8 out of 10 times, add a 3rd item.  
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