Advanced Water Rescue (for WETX Test or Water Safety Level 5 Merit Badge)
All rules and regulations of WETT apply.

Open to all dogs that have passed WETT.

We used Newfoundland Club of America 1982 Water Test Regulations as an example for this test, but it deviates farther from it than does the WETT test as we found it necessary to make many changes so a dog weighing as little as 30 lbs. could pass.

Dogs 30 pounds and over do first 5 exercises.  Dogs under 30 pounds choose 5 of the 6 exercises.

SIT STAY OR DOWN STAY AND RETRIEVE A PADDLE (Keys attached to a float will be substituted for a paddle for dogs under 30 pounds)

Standard of Performance

The handler will leave the dog ashore in a sit stay or down stay and go out in a boat about 50 ft from shore.  The judge signals that they may begin by an arm signal or one short blast on his whistle.  Upon signal from a judge, the handler throws a paddle from the boat.  The handler calls the dog to retrieve by voice commands and/or hand signals.  The dog comes from shore to make the retrieve.  The dog must deliver the paddle to the handler.  Verbal encouragement and extra commands are allowed while the dog is working.  The dog should relinquish the paddle to the handler.  The exercise is finished when the handler has hold of the paddle.

Principal Parts of the Exercise: 

1.  The dog will stay ashore in sit or down position. 

2.  The dog will come when called.

3.  The dog will retrieve the paddle.

4.  The dog will return to the handler with the paddle and relinquish it.

Failing Performance: The dog will fail if:

1.  The dog breaks the stay.

2.  The dog refuses to come.

3.  The dog refuses to return the paddle to the handler. 

4.  The handler enters the water prior to completion of the exercise.

Suggested Time Limit: 2 minutes starts when judge instructs, "You may begin."

TAKE A LINE TO A BOAT
Standard of Performance

A steward will be waiting in a boat 50 to 60 ft from shore.  The dog and handler will approach the water and a judge will ask, "Are you ready?" Then a judge will instruct the handler, "You may begin," The handler will give or attach to the dog a 50 ft line.  The handler sends the dog with voice commands and/or hand signals to swim to the steward in the boat.  The steward may call the dog but not by name.  The dog will swim out to the boat and come close enough to deliver the line to the steward in the boat.  The steward will reach for it and hold onto it.  The handler may enter the water if there is not enough line.  The handler will pull the boat ashore and the dog must clear the way and return to shore.  The exercise is completed when the boat touches bottom.  At the discretion of the handler, the dog may tow the boat with steward ashore instead of the handler pulling it.

Principal Parts of the Exercise:

1.  The dog will take the line or allow it to be attached. 

2.  The dog will deliver the line to the steward in the boat. 

3.  The dog will clear the way and return to shore.

Failing Performance: The dog will fail if:

1.  The dog refuses to take the line or allow it to be attached. 

2.  The dog refuses to deliver the line to the steward in the boat. 

3.  The dog does not clear the way. 

4.  The dog does not return to shore near the handler.

Suggested Time Limit: 3 1/2 minutes from the time the dog takes the line.

TAKE A FLOTATION DEVICE
(life ring, boat cushion or kick board)

Standard of Performance

The device is attached to a line 3 to 5 ft in length.  One of two water stewards will be designated as the victim.

The dog and handler wait on shore.  A judge will ask the handler, "Are you ready?" He will then instruct two stewards to enter the water and swim out together to a point approximately 50 ft out; they will be spaced at 40 ft from each other.  A judge will indicate to the designated "victim" the start of the exercise by a hand signal or one short blast and his whistle.  That steward will begin to splash and call for help but may not call the dog by name.  A judge will then instruct the handler.  "You may begin." Once the exercise has begun, the remaining steward shall quietly tread water, remaining in position, and watching the "victim." The handler shall give or attach the line to the dog.  The handler shall then send the dog by voice commands and/or hand signals to the "victim" in distress.

The dog is to swim directly to the person in the water and carry the device close enough so that the "Victim" may grab hold of it.  He may also hold onto the dog as the dog tows him back to shore.  Verbal encouragement and extra commands are allowed as the dog is working.  When the dog and "Victim" reach wading depth water for the dog, the judge will signal completion of the exercise.  For dogs under 30 pounds, the "victim" may kick to help get himself back to shore.

Principal Parts of the Exercise:

1.  The dog will hold the line or allow it to be attached. 

2.  The dog goes to the person in distress. 

3.  The dog goes close enough for the "victim" to grab hold of the device. 

4.  The dog tows the "victim" to shore.

Failing Performance: The dog will fail if:

1.  The dog refuses to take the line or allow it to be attached. 

2.  The handler physically guides the dog after the exercise begins. 

3.  The dog goes to the incorrect steward.

4.  The dog fails to bring the device close enough for the "victim" to reach it. 

5.  The dog fails to tow the "victim" to shore.

2. The dog leaves the water prior to completion of the exercise; handler enters the water prior to completion of the exercise.

Suggested Time Limit is 5 minutes from the time the dog takes the line.

MULTIPLE RETRIEVE
Standard of Performance

Four articles will be retrieved, three of which are to be a life jacket, a boat cushion and a paddle, except no paddle for dogs under 30 pounds.  Handlers of dogs under 30 pounds may provide their own articles.  They should be something that would float after a boat capsized.

As the dog and handler are on shore facing the water a judge will ask, "Are you ready?" A steward will place the 4 articles 50 ft from shore a few feet apart.

When the articles are in place, the steward will leave the site and a judge will tell the handler "You may begin."

The handler sends the dog for the first article with voice commands and/or hand signals.  The articles may be retrieved in any order.  The dog must retrieve each article and deliver it to hand to the handler on shore.  The handler may pat and praise his dog before he sends it for the next article.  No other physical manipulation of the dog is allowed.  When all the articles are delivered to hand on shore in the same manner as the first one, the judge will signal completion of the exercise.  For dogs under 30 pounds, the handler may enter 6 to 10 inches of water.

Principal Parts of the Exercise:

1.  The dog sees the drops.

2.  The dog is sent for each article and returns it to handler on shore, delivering to hand.

Failing Performance: The dog will fail if:

1.  The dog does not retrieve all articles. 

2.  The dog does not deliver all articles to hand. 

3.  The handler steps into the water.  Except dogs under 30 pounds 

4.  The dog comes out of the water prior to the completion of the first retrieve. 

5.  The handler physically manipulates the dog between retrieves. 

6.  The handler assists the dog in marking an article by throwing objects.

Suggested Time Limit: 7 minutes.  Timing starts when the judge instructs. "You may begin."

UNDERWATER RETRIEVE
Standard of Performance

The object to be retrieved will be no more than four inches in height from the bottom.  The handler will accompany the dog into the water until it is belly deep on the dog.  This determined by no daylight under the dog.  When dog and handler are in position, a judge will ask, "Are you ready?" A judge will then instruct the handler, "You may begin."

The handler will toss the object into the water at least three feet in front of the dog and parallel to shore.  The. handler may not touch the dog after the object is thrown.  The object will be weighted heavily so that it will sink immediately.  The handler may be with the dog so the dog may immediately deliver to hand.  The dog will have a total of three minutes from the time the object is first thrown to retrieve it from the bottom and deliver it to the handler.

The handler has the option of throwing the object as often as necessary, but the total time for the entire exercise it not to exceed three minutes.  The judge will signal completion of the exercise.

A dog may paw or submerge its head on this exercise but it must pick up the article and deliver to hand.

Principal Parts of the Exercise:

1.  The dog and handler enter water belly deep for the dog. 

2. The handler throws the object (a minimum of 3 feet) which sinks immediately in belly depth water. 

1. The dog is sent to retrieve the object.

2. The dog retrieves and delivers it to the handler who may be standing beside the dog as it 

retrieves.

Failing Performance:

1.  The dog does not retrieve the object thrown at belly depth. 

2.  The dog does not deliver to hand.  

3.  The dog does not complete the exercise within the three minute limit. 

4.  The dog drops the article and fails to retrieve it again. 

3. The handler physically controls the dog after the object is thrown and before delivery

to hand.

TATTLE WHEN SOMEONE ENTERS THE WATER
Standard of Performance

Steward stands near the water.  Handler stands with dog about 10 feet away.  The judge will ask, "Are you ready?" And then instruct, "You may begin".  Handler will give dog a watch command, turn and walk ten steps from the dog.  Steward will then enter the water.  Dog must bark at least 30 seconds.  Judge will signal handler to return to dog.  Handler will command dog to be quiet.

Principal Parts of the Exercise:

1.  The dog will watch the steward

2.  The dog will bark when steward enters water

3.  The dog is quiet on command

Failing Performance:

1.  Dog does not watch steward

2.  Dog follows handler

3.  False Alarm

4.  Dog fails to bark 30 seconds

5.  Dog fails to be quiet

Alternate:  Dogs that have passed the WETT test and have earned a tracking dog title from a national registry, or are trained in search and rescue and have participated in at least one documented search and rescue operation, and does the #2 exercise "Take a Line to a Boat" and honors a working dog by sitting off lead in heel position about 15 feet behind a working dog while the working dog does any exercise of the judges choice, will earn the WETX title* Documentation is required.

