Criteria for Badges 

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
Weight Pull Badge

This badge shows that the handler knows how to condition his or her dog for this activity, and that the dog will pull graduated increments of weight on the urging of his owner, who stands 16 feet away.
Dog Requirements:  Dog must pull weighted sled with correct form (working), for a distance of 16 feet.  Dog must do this several times with graduated weight.  No particular weight amount is required, but a dog should be able to pull 2 to 3 times his weight easily, if he understands the concept and technique of weight pull.  
Owner Requirements:  Owner must know how to harness the dog and understand basic safety practices.  Handler must stand 16 feet from dog to call.
Equipment Needed:  Weight Pull Sled (wide, flat surface on runners for snow, wheeled or rail sled for indoor or summer weight pulls);  Sturdy line (around 8’) with easy to attach snap to hook to harness ring; Flat surface for setting up the chute; Marked lines, cones, or 16’rope with “tip-up” to tell when the dog has pulled the required distance; Some form of measured weight (dog food bags, cement blocks, or actual weights) to add on after each successful pull.   Scout teams should bring their own custom fitting weight pull harness to checkout.

Allowable: 

Dog can pull wheeled cart or sled with runners on snow.

A tiny dog can pull a smaller version of the cart, if the empty cart is too heavy for him to pull.

Not Allowable:



Anything that would be harmful to the dog’s well being.


Sled or cart should NOT have a shock bungee.


Using food, another dog or another person to entice the dog to move forward.



Other dogs are not allowed in pulling area (must stay in staging area).



Pulling without the correct weight pull harness (with padding and spreader bar) worn by the dog.


Using a ridiculously low amount of weight for your dog (dog must show that it is an effort to succeed)



Stepping forward to help the dog get the pull started (no crossing the line).



Having the brake man give the cart a small push to get started.

(While these last two are good training practices, the dog must pull the weight without assistance)

