Criteria for Water Safety Badges  

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
Advanced Water Rescue Badge
This badge shows that you have taught your dog water rescue skills, as defined for the WETX title.

Dog Requirements:  Dog will perform multiple water retrieve, retrieve a paddle to a boat, take a line out to a person in a boat, discriminate between a drowning person and a safe swimmer (and take a life vest to the drowning person), and perform an underwater retrieve in chest-deep water.

Owner Requirements:  Use the prescribed method. Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  

Equipment Needed:  75’ to 100’ floating line (ski rope) with bumper attached; Paddle;  4 objects (Paddle, Life Vest, Float, Swim Ring, or similar items—smaller items are allowed for dogs under 30 lbs.—like Floating Key fob, Bumper, Smaller Paddle, Pool Noodle); Row Boat; Shorter line for towing boat (8-12 feet); Sinking Retrievable Object (sinking pool toy, weighted tennis shoe, etc.), Lake, Pond, or other large body of water.

Allowable: 

Smaller dogs can retrieve a smaller paddle, and smaller multiple retrieve items.

Towees of dogs under 30 pounds can kick their feet while dog is pulling them to shore.
Not Allowable:

Using a toy to get the dog to take the line to the steward.



Owner entering the water to help the dog.



Dog leaving the water before completing the exercise
