Criteria for earning the Kayaking badge:

This badge is intended to show that the handler with their dog can safely and efficiently navigate a river meant for beginner kayaking.  If earning this badge by video, the video camera should be taken along on the trip to show the handler properly navigating such a river.  This badge is seasonal in most areas of the country due to weather and water levels. This badge needs to be performed in a kayak- can be a sit on top or sit in kind, no rubber splash skirt.  There should be sufficient room for the dog to be in or on the kayak comfortably.  A mat or pad may be used for the dog.  The handler should have a life jacket with them and must wear it if laws in their area require it to be worn. 
____ Dog and handler have earned the DSA boating safety badge
This is separate from the kayak/canoe badge

____ Dog will recall from smelly stuff to roll in or eat, wild life on shore, etc. on cue while on land
While on a break on shore (or at the start/end of the river trip), you can either use a dead fish or other nasty stuff that is visible to the camera and show that each dog has seen or sniffed it, knows it's there and can be called away with only 1 or two cues (no leash pressure). If no nasty stuff is found on the trip, you can set this up some REALLY good food (like an open can of tuna). Dog should be off-leash or on a long line with the smelly stuff and dog at least 8' away from the handler. This can also be shown if the dog finds wildlife like ducks, a snake, a turtle, etc. on shore and the dog can be called off before harassing or chasing it.  
____ Dog will enter and exit a kayak safely (from dock or shore- handler in the kayak
Handler gets situated in the boat, then gets the dog in (shouldn't need help from others). For this, one end of the boat can be resting on the river bottom so the boat doesn't move much. 

____ Dog (loose or on a loose leash) will come to the handler and get in the kayak in 
shallow water (kayak barely touching the bottom or free floating)

This step is getting the dog in the boat when the dog is ABLE to touch the bottom, but when the boat will rock and move as the dog gets in.

____ Handler can help/haul the dog back into the kayak from swimming depth without tipping over
The dog needs to be swimming (not able to touch the bottom). The dog can go into the water from this depth, or the dog can get out on shore, be held by someone, then called to the kayak which has moved out to deeper water. The dog needs to get back into the kayak without moving to where the dog can touch or push off the bottom. The dog may wear a harness or vest to assist in getting the dog back in the kayak. (Yes, small dogs are much easier and big dogs are more challenging). The kayak has to stay upright during this move. :-)

____ Dog will sit or down stay in the kayak while handler pushes or “butt scoots” the kayak off the shallow bottom or the shore (bottom scraping the shore)
This can be done in combo with the 3rd check-off item above where the end of the boat can be touching bottom, or it can be done separately. But part of the boat should be on the bottom of the river and the dog needs to remain in a sit or down without the handler holding the dog (or the dog's equipment) as the handler uses the paddle to push the boat free of the bottom and into deeper water. There should be some audible scraping of the bottom of the boat on the river bottom. The handler may have the end of the dog's leash in their hand as long as the leash is loose.

____ Dog will perform a stay in the kayak (beached) with distractions. Handler in the kayak
Dog and handler sit in the kayak (while one end is beached on the shore or kayak is floating very near the shore) while another dog chases a toy into the river near the kayak. Dog can be cued to stay, but should not need the handler holding the dog or the dog's equipment. The kayak should not be all the way out of the water. This simulates a "break" being taken from paddling where the handler pulls over to the shore to rest. The dog needs to stay in the boat even if distractions start on the shore.

____ Dog will perform a sit or down stay in the moving kayak (handler paddling) with live distractions (wild life, dogs playing, etc.) 
This is similar to the above step, except that now the handler is having to paddle (can be "back paddling" against the current to keep the boat in the area of a set-up distraction like dog's fetching toys from the water near the kayak). This can also be "impromptu" if the dog remains in the boat while going past very close wildlife that the dog sees (but that is much harder to capture on video, so I'm mentioning this in case an evaluator sees this.)

____ Dog will stay in the kayak unless told to get out when kayak approaches the shore, floats past/near the shore, touches the shallow bottom AND gets near log jams or other river debris
For this, I'd like to see that as the handler beaches the boat on the shore (bottom of the boat scraping) the dog will stay in the boat till cued to exit. The dog can be cued to stay but handler should not physically restrain the dog. 
Separately, I'd also like to see that the dog remains in the boat as the handler floats within touching distance of a shore or other debris a dog might think he could jump out onto. Again, dog can be cued to stay in the boat if needed but handler should not physically restrain the dog.

____ Dog will sit or down stay in the kayak during navigation through faster moving water that rocks the kayak and takes some concentration from the handler
This would be as the handler navigates "rapids" like shown in the last photo on the river safety page. If possible, try to position the camera to the side or at the end of the rapids and show each person being tested navigating the rougher stretch of water from start to finish. The dog should remain in a sit or down as the handler concentrates on navigation and paddling. The handler can use verbal cues, but should not need to put their hands on the dog. If doing video of more than one handler/dog, call out each person’s name and dog’s name as they are shown.
____ Handler certifies that he/she can swim well enough to handle a river current and understands the risks involved in river paddling
This is something you'll want to verify at the start (before everyone shows up at the river). With our troop, I always got everyone together at the start and gave the "I'm not the mommy" speech: "You are here of your own free will, you understand that participating can be dangerous and no one here is responsible for you or your dog except YOU. I'm here to enjoy the river, it's not my job to teach you to navigate." Of course if you HAVE extended the offer to help people learn, you can leave off that last part. I always recommended that people first attend our kayak/canoe trips without their dog if they have never kayaked or canoed before. It's much safer for them and less traumatizing for the dog if they learn first and THEN try it with the dog. 
____ Handler can safely navigate a moving river with natural obstacles and minor rapids that rock the kayak, without tipping the kayak or getting hung up by the obstacles or flow. 
If they make it to the end without tipping over, they pass this part. If they do tip and it was nearly unavoidable, they can get a pass :-) I won't really be able to make this call by video unless you were able to video the whole trip- PLEASE DON'T- so I'll rely on you (or each person's own assessment) of how they did with this. If they tipped multiple times, then they shouldn't be submitting a badge form even if the parts caught on video look good.

____ Handler can recognize dangerous water situations and conditions such as river swelling from too much rain, “Strainers” (low hanging obstacles), possible under water debris, dangerous currents and how the current and position of the kayak can affect navigation and safety
You can give them a short verbal quiz or just make sure each person has read the attached info. If the person is repeatedly having trouble navigating and/or picking the correct path past obstacles, spends more time floating backward than forward, continually paddles into the shore when that wasn't intended, etc. then they don't pass this part and shouldn't submit a badge form.

____ Handler has read the river etiquette and safety information pages 

If someone wants to get certified as an Evaluator for this badge, I'd like to see a safety talk given to at least one person (can cover the safety info page that is attached and add additional info from their personal experience.) The future evaluator needs to be able to safely and easily navigate a river in a kayak or canoe (& have earned the badge), and they can explain why stuff on the video passes or doesn't pass. So for example, the evaluator can say "At 1:33, so and so barely passes because she almost touched her dog to get him to stay in position". This can be a written evaluation that accompanies the video link.

I do ask that as you are doing the video, each time you are showing someone doing something, call out their name and their dog's name(s) and what part they are working on. "This is Mary and Fifi navigating past a close shoreline." That makes it much easier for me to keep track of who has done what. 

Feel free to edit out excess video of people that didn't pass or video that doesn't show something I need to see. 

