Criteria for Water Safety Badges  

Guidelines for Scoutmasters
Boating Safety Badge
This badge shows that you have taught your dog ride safely in a small boat that requires paddling or rowing for propulsion.  And that your dog will do a leave it on the beach, so as to avoid having him swallow baited hooks, eat or roll in dead fish, and not mug people for their snacks or beach toys. The dog can swim with people without climbing on them and can safely enter/exit the boat. 
Dog Requirements:  Dog will enter and exit the boat safely on cue, from dock and shore, and stay in the boat while the owner loads the boat.  Dog will sit still in the boat while owner pushes out and rows boat around. Dog will do a leave it on the beach.  Dog will swim to the owner (from shore).
Owner Requirements:  Be able to swim. Wear a life jacket when in the boat. Use reward based training only. Keep safety and the physical/ mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  Owner should know how to operate the boat effectively enough to navigate in the water safely and confidently before getting the dog into it.

Equipment Needed:  Boat (a canoe, kayak or row boat); Body of water with a dock, where dogs are allowed (boat ramps are usually a good bet); Food for “Leave it on the beach.”

Video requirements: 
· The dog and handler can both swim together without the dog trying to climb on the handler. 
· Dog will get in and out of the boat while handler is IN the boat, NEXT TO the boat and ON THE DOCK.  
· Dog will remain calm in the boat while the handler pushes it off the bottom (at the shore) and then gets in without assistance.  If using a kayak, “butt scooting” the kayak off the shore is acceptable.  The boat doesn’t need to be pushed out very far, but does need to scrape the bottom while being pushed by the handler. 
· The dog should stay in the boat calmly while other dogs are playing in the water and retrieving thrown toys nearby. 
· This stay is repeated while the handler is paddling/rowing the boat near the shore where the dogs are playing and fetching toys thrown into the water. 
· The dog and handler are in the boat with the boat partially on shore (just enough to keep it from floating away) or with the boat secured to a dock when the handler gets out of the boat and goes about 10’ further onto shore to get the towel or other item that was “forgotten” there and handler returns to the boat with the item and gets in.  Dog does not leave the boat during this exercise and should remain calm. Position camera so both dog and handler are in view during the entire exercise.  
· Start with dog on a stay on the beach and handler in water deep enough for the dog to have to swim. The dog will respond to a recall cue and enter the water and swim to the handler without climbing on him/her.  Position the video camera behind the dog while on his stay so both the dog and handler are visible. 
· Show a leave it on land that follows the same criteria as for the Dog Scout title (very tempting item (food or toy, whichever the dog wants more), 3 correct passes of the object in a row, very close to the object for each pass, loose leash (or off leash) for the entire pass each time, etc.)

For evaluator certification: Future Evaluator should be shown explaining each step of the test explained above and then having the handler/dog perform it. If the dog doesn’t pass a portion of the test, explain why and what could be done to help the handler teach their dog to pass. 

Allowable: 


Having another person acting as the handler for all or part of the testing

Using a cushion or blanket in the boat for the dog to stay on
Not Allowable:

Using a toy, lure or item of attraction to get the dog to enter the water or the boat
Getting someone else to row the boat while you control the dog
Holding or tying the dog in place (or making the dog think he/she is attached) when the dog needs to stay

Using a large boat or power boat
