Criteria for earning the Beach Buddies Badge
Beach Buddies Badge
This badge shows that you have taught your dog to control himself around the waterfront.  And that your dog will do a leave it on the beach, so as to avoid having him swallow baited hooks, eat or roll in dead fish, and not mug people for their snacks or beach toys.

Dog Requirements:  Dog will perform a stay on the beach (honor exercise), while other dogs play and retrieve toys in the water. Dog will come in from the water (swimming depth) on cue. Dog will do a leave it on the beach (same standards and criteria as for the Dog Scout test).  It is recommended that you teach the dog a “leave it” in the water with a water toy to prevent fights with other dogs over water toys.  Dog will come to owner in the water (from shore to swimming depth). 
Owner Requirements:  Use only reward based methods to teach the badge behaviors. Keep safety and the physical/ mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  Keep your dog from bothering other dogs or people in the area. 
Equipment Needed:  Lake, Pond, River, or other large body of water; other playing dogs (for distraction); water toys and food for working on “Leave-it”.  

Video Requirements: 
· The dog performs a sit or down stay on dry land within 10’ of the water while other dogs run into the water after a thrown toy(s). 
· Dog maintains a stay within 10’ of the water while the handler walks into the water to at least knee deep. Position the camera behind the dog for these so that the dog and the action are both visible to the evaluator. 
· While other dogs are playing and retrieving nearby, have the dog perform a recall to the handler (this takes place on land, parallel to the water). 
· While the dog is swimming in the water and having fun, the handler should be able to call the dog back to shore.  The dog should be distracted in play with other dogs or be going for a thrown water toy when the dog STOPS what he was doing (play or retrieve) to come back to the handler.  
· Show a leave it on land that follows the same criteria as for the Dog Scout title (very tempting item (food or toy, whichever the dog wants more), 3 correct passes of the object in a row, very close to the object for each pass, loose leash (or off leash) for the entire pass each time, etc.)
For evaluator certification: Future Evaluator should be shown explaining each step of the test explained above and then having the handler/dog perform it. If the dog doesn’t pass a portion of the test, explain why and what could be done to help the handler teach their dog to pass. 

Allowable: 

See above
Not Allowable:

Using a toy or other item of attraction to get the dog to recall to handler
Dog not listening to recall cue until it has completed the retrieve or finished playing with the other dogs

Any harsh, overly loud or threatening cues

