Dock Diving Badge Criteria

· Dog can be directed to and will use a floating or steep ramp (or a floating/fixed ladder with a solid back) designed to help the dog exit a pool (such as may be set up for a dock diving competition with a free standing pool)
This requires a ladder or ramp that extends into the water and is attached to a solid surface so that it won’t slip off. It should have a non-slip surface on the ramp or stair treads.  The dog should demonstrate a willingness to seek out the ladder to exit the water when directed to do so. The ramp used for the badge needs to either have a floating end to provide some movement when the dog gets on it, or be fixed, but steep enough to clear a 4' pool edge with minimal protrusion into the water. It should have slats or a surface that increases traction for the dogs. Ideally dogs should learn to get on the ramp properly for a smooth exit instead of trying to get on the side of the ramp and then struggling.

If a ladder is used, it must have a solid backing with rungs that extend all the way to the solid backing so the dog's feet can't go through the rungs. It should either be floating at the water end or be affixed at an angle that allows the dog the best chance to climb without taking up too much space in the water.
Ideally the exit from the water will put the dog back on the dock so the handler can get the dog.   But some competitions with free standing pools do put the dog back at ground level, so either the handler or a helper needs to be there to catch them.

· Dog will allow a stranger to verbally help them get to the exit point and physically help the dog to use the ramp/ladder
Because Dock Diving competitions can be very loud and chaotic, and because the handler is typically up on the dock, not at the exit ramp, a bystander may try to help a dog out of the water before the handler can stop them and the noise level may prevent the handler from verbally stopping the person from using the dog's collar or pushing/lifting the dog's rear to help them. The dog should demonstrate that he/she will allow this brief help/contact that lifts the dog's body without trying to snap or acting as though they would snap if they didn't have a toy in their mouth.
· Handler can set dog at his starting point in a sit-stay, walk to the end of the dock to throw the object, dog will wait on cue and start on cue, taking off from the end of the dock and jump into the water and retrieve the toy.
Dock or approach area needs to be of sufficient length to allow the dog to take several full speed strides before jumping.  Dock should have a non-slip surface (at least in the take-off zone) and be wide enough for the handler to get out of the dog’s way.  

Dog will stay (can be sit, down or stand) without moving toward the take-off point until released on cue from the handler. Dog will be placed on the end of the dock (or in the approach area if using a short dock) at least 20’ from the take off point.  

Handler needs to demonstrate the ability to leave the dog on a stay as described above and walk to the take off point on the dock, turn to the dog and then give a release cue when ready to throw the toy.  

Dog should jump from as close to the end of the dock as possible (rear feet within 2’ of the end of the dock on take off)

Dog should not stop or slow down before jumping.  Dog should maintain his full speed throughout the approach and take off, giving the dog as much distance as possible.
Dog retrieves the toy without assistance and exits the water with it. Toy can be anything allowed by the rules of the chosen dock diving organization. 
· Handler understands basic safety concerns and the rules for competition as outlined by recognized dog diving organizations with standardized rules.
Handler can articulate (in writing or verbally) some of the safety concerns involved in this sport.  

Without using copy/paste- the handler can articulate (in writing or verbally):

· How a competition is organized (how the dogs are grouped, how many times they jump, etc.)  

· How many jumps are needed to earn a title.  

· The different options for titling within the organization they have chosen (distance jumping, jumping for height, based on the dog’s speed, etc.)  

· If their dog is in a special division based on size or age or jumping distance

