Lure Coursing Info
Lure Coursing is a sport and hobby that was developed by sight hound people to hone their dogs’ skills in chasing little critters (what they were bred to do), without actually letting them chase any little critters.

Basically the “lure” is just an empty, crinkly white plastic shopping bag that blows in the wind.  The course it follows is a cable that is threaded through pulleys and moved with a motor with a control device on it.  Some machines are equipped with reverse as well as forward.  

Most dogs love to chase the lure.  It excites their instincts to chase things moving away from them.  

In a real competition, several sight hounds are allowed to chase the lure at once.  The lure zigs and zags around the course, and the dog who is able to most closely follow it to the finish is the victor.

All breeds tend to enjoy this sport, but sight hounds, terriers, and other “game hot” dogs 

particularly like this sport.

Dog Scouts of America

Activity Check-off sheet

Lure Course 
All behaviors must have been taught or re-taught to the dog (preferably using a new cue), using only positive reward based methods.
____
Handler can get the dog excited about chasing the bag

____
Handler can keep the dog contained/restrained until it is his/her turn to run

____
Handler knows when to release their dog and can capture the dog at the end of the 
run

____
Dog will chase the lure, with intent, all the way around the course on at least 2 
separate runs (no other dog required on course)

____
Handler will keep their dog fit and healthy enough to perform the running and 
possibly sharp turns needed for this sport

Note: If more than one dog is on the course, dogs should wear basket type muzzles that allow the dogs to open their mouth but not bite.

