Troop Leader Written Test

Being a troop leader is a very critical role in the promotion of DSA and the Dog Scouts of America mission. It is very common for someone to find out about DSA, immediately get excited (what’s not to love!) and want to start a troop. That’s great! However, DSA needs to be sure that each troop leader is knowledgeable about DSA policies and positive training so that correct information can get passed along to the troop members. The purpose of this test is to be sure you have taken the time to review the DSA website, read about all that DSA has to offer and understand some of the basic programs (like the badge system.) The DSA website and “Dog Scout Troop Guidebook” are good resources to help you with answers to this test but please submit your answers in your own words. We’re not testing your ability to copy and paste (  

When you are ready to start your journey toward troop leadership, please submit your answers to these questions and your contact information to the Certification Program Director.

Tell us about yourself:
1.       What is your level of experience with dogs?

0. What is your level of experience with teaching/leading others ?

0. What qualities do you have that would make you a great troop leader?

0. How do you plan to help your troop members use positive training methods and to apply positive 

reinforcement to training problems they might have?

0. What are your short-term and long-term goals for your troop?

0. What experience do you have in helping others train and problem-solve with their dogs? 
0. Have you ever taught dog training classes, either professionally or as a volunteer?
0. How many dogs have you personally trained using positive training methods and what types of 
behaviors did you teach them (basic manners, tricks, formal obedience, agility, therapy work, search and rescue, etc.)?
0. Do your current (or did any of your past) dogs have training issues? How did you handle these issues?
10. 
What punishments/corrections do you use with your dog(s)?
0. Why do you want to be a Dog Scout troop leader?

0. What do you think might be the most challenging part of getting your troop up and running? What do  

you think you might need assistance with? 

Your understanding of DSA:
0. Summarize and explain in your own words: What is the "Dog Scout Way"?

0. Summarize in your own words each Dog Scout Law and why each is important

0. What is the most important part about having your dog become a Dog Scout (in your opinion.)

0. Explain in your own words, the mission of Dog Scouts of America.
0. What is your role in that mission?

0. If a person joins DSA, does that mean their dog is a Dog Scout? Why or Why not?

0. Summarize in your own words, the DSA Position on Punishment (what are your thoughts on this 

policy?)

0. Name 10 of the educational programs DSA offers 

0. How did you find out about DSA?

I am a current member of DSA (yes or no) _________

I have a dog with the Dog Scout title in the DSA database (yes or no) ________

(You’ll have 1 year from submission of this test to get that title on one of your dogs)


By typing or signing my name below, I certify that the answers I have given above are correct and complete and that I agree to abide by the guidelines and rules set forth in the Troop Leader Guidebook. 

Name:                                                                   
Address:                                                                 

City                                        

State       
Zip 
Phone: (          )                           Is this your cell, home or work?  
Email address to be used for your on-line troop listing:  
Alt. email used by DSA if above email is not working: 
Cities, counties or areas your troop will serve: 

Names of your co-leader(s): 

Does your co-leader have a dog that has the Dog Scout title? 
(He or she will have 1 year from submission of this test to get that title on one of his/her dogs)          
Names of at least 2 other current DSA members (in addition to yourself) that want to be in your troop: 

_______________________________________________________________________________
Alternate contact for your troop in case you become unreachable:

Name: 
Email: 

Phone: 

For Office Use:





___/___/___ Test approved   ___/___Verified memberships   ___/___ Added to database    





___/___ Added to website     ___/___ Notified map keeper




















