The Sport of Agilure
Agilure is something that I was first introduced to at a pet fair in Detroit.  In between dock diving, I noticed a lot of fun and excited barks coming from a snow-fenced area across the way.  On a break, I took Panda over there, and waited our turn.  She had so much fun, it was ridiculous!  She got the fastest time of the weekend, too!

Lee Rebalko created the “Doggie Fun Zone.”  He was inspired by his Jack Russell Terrier, “Jocko.”  This sport has become a popular event at local pet fairs and petpaloozas.  Other people have picked up on how fun it is, and started doing a sport called “Agilure,” which is very similar.  Lots of terrier groups do this.  It is quite similar to their “steeplechase” but it involves twists and turns, so the dogs have to stay on their toes.  The first time Panda tried it, she crashed right into the snow fence instead of taking a turn, and she bounced off it like a trampoline.  She soon learned that it was faster to watch for and make the turns without the use of the “trampoline.”

Agilure is a combination of Agility and Lure Coursing, as the name would imply.  It is a lure coursing event that goes over low agility equipment to give your dog some obstacles on his way to the “white rabbit.”  Big and little dogs alike can compete, as the jumps are set quite low.

Dogs should be in good physical health for this activity, and though they’ll get ramped up about it, you need to be able to keep your dog under control so as not to endanger himself, you, or others.  The dogs get very excited to play this fun game of chase. 

You should run your dog naked or in a harness (so you’ll have something to catch onto when he gets at the finish).  A muzzle is not required for this sport, but is always recommended when racing two dogs against one another, because of the excitement factor.

Additional Info for the badge:

· The course is approximately 250 to 500 feet long.
· There should be 10 to 15 obstacles.
· No "ramp" is to be over 18" high at the highest point. 
· No tire is to be over 12" high at it’s lowest inside diameter point.
· Obstacles will be barricaded, so that the dog has no way around the obstacle but to go over, under or through it. This is usually done with fencing to create a “chute” of the entire course.
· The course will have 3 "U" turns and one "L" leading back to the starting point, where the landler can catch the dog.

· The lure needs to be controlled by a person that can see the dog so the lure operator can adjust the speed of the lure.

· The dog needs to show sustained interest in the lure and not just do the course because it is a chute and/or the dog loves agility
