Criteria for Letterboxing/Geocaching Badges 

Guidelines for Scoutmasters
Letterboxing Badge 
This badge demonstrates that the owner and dog can be model citizens on the trail, respecting the environment and “leaving no trace.”  The dog and handler have found and stamped in at the required number of letterbox locations with the dog under pack.  Dog and handler have placed the required number of letterboxes together. The dog has carried the required items in his or her pack.  The dog has earned the backpacking badge or the handler knows how to choose and load (balance) a pack for maximum comfort of the dog, and can recite the items needed in the pack.   Handler should be able to identify poison ivy, poison oak or poison sumac.

Dog Requirements:  Wear the pack with required items, and hike under control with the owner.  Dog will stay, while owner is busy stamping log books, without getting into trouble (like eating the container or wandering off).  Dog may “log in” with his or her own stamp or the team can have a team stamp that represents both handler and dog.  Dog carries his own stamp (or the team stamp) and an ink pad and log book.
Owner Requirements:  Keep required items in dog’s pack.  Pick up after dog on the trail.  Owner must know and demonstrate the “Leave No Trace” principle of outdoorsmanship.  Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.    Keep a log book to record stamps, and also log your finds separately to turn in with your merit badge form, to get the badge.   Make sure the dog does not harass wildlife, and obey all leash laws.  Know how to read a map and use a compass to navigate in the woods.  Know how to build and place a proper letterbox, writing clues and directions to be placed on the www.letterboxing.org  or www.atlasquest.com web site.  Should know about carving own stamps.
Allowable: 

Logging miles toward the Packdog title program in conjunction with earning the letterboxing badge.
Pieces of loose paper may be used in place of an actual logbook

The dog does not need to wear the pack if the hiding place is visible from your car and only a very short walk (a “drive-up” box).
Not Allowable:

Earning mileage toward backpacking badge at the same time you are letterboxing, just because the dog is wearing a pack.  
Doing anything that endangers the dog, handler or letterbox.
Rough handling of dog

Note that as an Evaluator, you should be able to recommend the best kind of equipment, a source for where to get it, and how to use it, to any of your troop members.

