Rally Obedience

Rally Obedience is competition obedience with a twist.  Instead of a judge standing out there, calling orders, the judge stands out there and just marks the obedience performance, while the team (handler and dog) navigate through a course.  The course is marked with little signs which give directions to the next sign, and tell you what to do (like halt, then right turn).

The handler reads the sign and performs the response indicated (180 degree turn to the left), continuing on to the next sign.  The dogs and handlers are required to do all of the same things they have been required to do in regular competition obedience, and a few new things.  For instance, they may be instructed to figure 8 around a set of dog bowls with food in them.  Or, they may have to complete a 270 degree turn.

For Rally Obedience, you have to be able to quickly perform the required exercise, without running into the sign, and move along down the course smoothly.  You are allowed to talk to your dog continuously, but the owner and dog should still perform with precision.  There are 81 cards with various instructions on them.  The judge must plan and layout the course like an agility judge would do.  The exhibitor never knows the order of the course or which of the cards will be used that day.  The beginning course involves 15 cards.

