Criteria for earning the Tricks badge
Tricks 101 Badge
This badge shows that the handler has taught his or her dog several new behaviors using shaping and operant conditioning, and combined them in a skit or “star trick.” 
Dog Requirements:  The dog will perform at least 5 behaviors in the star trick skit, 3 of them being completely new behaviors that you have taught recently using shaping and operant conditioning.  For skit ideas, look at the video links under the “Animal Actors’ badge. The 5 different behaviors should be individual behaviors.  Going and getting an item and bringing it back would be considered 1 behavior (retrieve). Combining that retrieve with other behaviors in such a way that they are always performed in the same order makes it a behavior chain. 
Owner Requirements:  Handler understands the concept of operant conditioning and shaping.  Handler has to have trained the dog at least three NEW behaviors using operant conditioning, and incorporated them into the star trick.  Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority. 

Equipment Needed:  None.  The Scout team will provide any of their own props needed to present their “Star Trick” performance.  If the Scout Evaluator is teaching the course, clicker(s), treats, and lots of ideas to help the students refine their skit will be most helpful.

For video submissions: Include a demo of which tricks are new and how they were trained.  Assemble your audience of at least 3 people and perform your skit for them with your dog.  The skit should have a story line that ties all the different behaviors together.  The dog should understand the behaviors well enough to perform without the need for luring or “air cookies” (acting like you have a treat).   Music, props and costumes are optional but often add extra flair and interest to the skit. 

For evaluator certification: Show an active training session of you working with a team to help the handler train their dog to do a new behavior.  It should show you offering helpful training advice or explaining a training concept like back chaining and then making sure they understand the concept by showing them practice it.  Also show at least 1 dog/handler team performing their skit, with you introducing them and if needed, narrating the skit as the team performs. 

Allowable: 

Using an old trick in a NEW context.  For example, you modify a trick your dog knows (like put a scrap of paper into a waste basket), to become carry a whole plastic bag full of trash to the garbage can and put it in. To count as a “new” behavior, it needs to be significantly different from what the dog already knows.
Not Allowable:



Using any behaviors where punishment has been used as a primary method to get the behavior.
