Criteria for Badges 

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
Tracking Badge
This badge shows that the handler has taught his or her dog follow a specific ground scent on the trail of a person.
Dog Requirements:  Dog will perform ground scenting along a track of at least 100 yards (laid by someone else), and will indicate four dropped articles.
Owner Requirements:  Handler understands the properties of scent.  Handler knows how to map and lay tracks, and how to “read” his own dog on the track.
Equipment Needed:  Scout teams should come prepared with their own harness and tracking line.  However, to lay the track you will need some flags, articles, and something on which to diagram the track laid.

Allowable: 

Tracking on a regular leash, instead of a 30 foot line.
Some scuffing on check-out track.

Indication can be a down, sit or retrieve, as determined by the owner.

Not Allowable:



Tracking without appropriate, non-restrictive tracking harness.


Use of food is not allowed for final checkout.


Guiding the dog by the leash.



Predominantly wind scenting, rather than footstep tracking (dog must show he’s “on the trial”).
