Criteria for earning the Manners badge

Manners:

This badge is intended to help your dog be more pleasant to live with and teach him useful skills for day to day living.  

___ Dog will go to a designated, easily portable, target (such as a small rug) about 

10’ away, and lie down using a single cue, like “go to place.” 
The “place” where the dog is being sent should be small (just big enough for the dog to fit on or slightly larger/smaller) and easy to carry around from place to place and to stuff in a shoulder bag if needed; a towel or bath mat work well for this.  It may not be a crate or crate pan or anything bulky or rigid.  It should be placed on the floor and then the handler and dog walk about 10’ away.  From there, the handler should use a single cue that means to the dog “go to that spot and lie down”.  The ‘down’ should not need an extra cue.  It should be clear that the dog will stay on the spot until given a release cue or asked to do something else.

___ Dog will lie on his/her side in response to a verbal or non-contact hand signal. 
Little or no luring

This means the dog will lie flat on their side, so the side of the dog’s head, the shoulder and the hip are in contact with the floor.  The dog should move from a down, sit or stand to the prone position on verbal and/or hand signal cue.  There should be no contact needed to get the dog into this position and no luring (acting like you have a treat). The handler should be able to pet the dog or examine the dog’s feet while the dog is in this position.
__ Dog understands and responds to a single cue, such as “Go say hi”, that means: 
dog will approach a “stranger” and sit in front of them to be greeted 

The stranger will start about 10’ away from the handler and dog.  The stranger will walk toward the team, but stop about 5’ away and ask if the dog can be petted.  The handler will then send the dog to “go say hi” meaning the dog will walk away from the handler and to the stranger and then sit for a brief pet or scratch.  The handler can advise the stranger of where the dog likes to be petted or scratched (top of head, chin or chest) and can request that the handler crouch if the dog is small.  The “go say hi” cue of your choice should mean go to the person AND sit in front of them.  It’s ok if the dog stands during the contact after the initial sit in front. The dog may face any direction when they go into the sit position.  Teaching the dog to sit sideways to the stranger or facing the handler may help shy dogs feel more comfortable. The dog needs to sit close enough to the stranger that the person can reach the dog without stretching. 
__ Dog will stand in place on cue while another person approaches and touches the 
top of the dog’s head and back. Handler can stand in front of the dog, but not in a way that his/her position is the reason the dog does not move away.

This is similar to the stand-stay exercise in obedience.  The handler will cue the dog to stand and may “stack” the dog as in a show if desired.  The handler will cue the dog to stay and will walk away about 5’ (two steps) and face the dog.  The evaluator or person designated by the evaluator will approach the dog in a friendly way, offer their hand for the dog to sniff and then gently (but with full hand contact) touch the dog on the top of the head and top of the shoulders before moving away.  The dog should not move his feet out of position until the greeter has moved away.  The person touching the dog should put their full palm and fingers (or as much as will fit) on the dog for about .5 to 1 second in each spot.  Touching too lightly or with just a few fingers can tickle and cause the dog to shake off and move out of position.  
__ Dog will “wait” at threshold of doorway or gate when cued until the handler 
passes through the doorway, turns and gives the dog a release cue. Dog should reorient to the handler after passing through the door (especially no pulling on the leash to surf the environment on the other side of the door.)

This should involve the use of a real door, preferably a door leading to the outside.  The dog and handler will approach the door; the handler will cue the dog to wait/stay (can also cue the dog to sit if desired). Be sure there is enough room to open the door :-)  The handler will open the door and walk through the doorway and turn to face the dog for about 1-2 seconds before releasing the dog from the stay.  The dog should remain in position until released and then move through the door and focus on the handler keeping the leash loose (not “surfing” the environment or pulling on the handler).  
__ Dog will target and follow handlers hand for several steps with at least 1 turn 
(almost as if the dog’s nose was stuck to the person’s hand.)

The handler should be able to get the dog to move several steps in a figure 8 pattern in front of them by using their hand as a target for the dog to follow.  The dog should clearly be focused on the hand, trying to press his nose into it as it moves and following it closely.  The hand should be like a strong magnet for the dog’s nose. The dog should not be following the handler’s body or responding to shoulder movement or other body cues.  The handler should remain stationary and only use their hand to move the dog in the figure 8 pattern. A step or two to reach far enough to make a fig 8 with an extra large dog is ok.  If desired, the handler may use 2 or 3 fingers (like the Girl Scout salute) instead of the palm of their open hand. 

__From a down position, the dog will move out of handler’s line of travel when cued

Start this exercise by having the dog lie down.  Use of a stay cue is optional and not recommended but the dog needs to maintain the down position as the handler walks a short distance away.  The handler may wait for the dog to settle in or may immediately move back toward the dog and ask the dog to move out of their line of travel.  It should be clear that the dog was responding to the cue (by starting to move before the person was about to trip over them) but it should also be clear that it wasn’t just the dog deciding to get up anyway.  It works best to demo this when the dog is tired and WANTS to stay in place, but will get up when asked. 
__Dog will get his paws or body off an object or person when cued

For this exercise, the handler can ask the dog to get up onto a chair or couch or other raised surface, like an agility table.  After it is clear that the dog would stay there, the handler should ask the dog to get off of the surface.  If the dog has been taught a cue that means put your feet on a person or person’s lap that can also be used to demo the opposite- get off the person.  The dog should respond to the handler’s request quickly and without complaint. 
__Handler can describe the usefulness of each of the above check-off behaviors

This can be verbally or in writing (without using copy/paste).  The handler should be able to list one or two ways each behavior is useful for the dog to know. 

