Criteria for earning the rally Obedience badge
Rally Obedience I Badge
This badge shows that the handler has taught his or her dog basic obedience as needed for a typical Novice Rally Obedience course, and the two can negotiate a rally course as a team, performing as indicated on the signs. The majority of the badge criteria should be demonstrated during a rally course, but if a few of the signs don’t fit into the course, those can be demonstrated separately.  For people wanting to earn this badge, you may use video of up to 2 rally show courses and then clips of you and the dog demonstrating the moves that weren’t covered by the show courses.  In order to use a show course, you must include a scan or photo of the course map(s) as provided by the judge. For future evaluators- setting up a course is part of the certification process, so you will need to have signs to set-up a course of your own creation. 
Dog Requirements:  Dog knows basic behaviors (heel- while handler moves in any direction, sit, down, stay, come, and stand) and will perform them correctly on cue.
Owner Requirements:  Handler understands the rules of Rally O, and has developed a partnership with his dog using positive training methods.  Owner can make his way from station to station, getting the dog to perform as indicated well enough to have a qualifying performance in a Novice level rally trial.
Equipment Needed:  A set of Rally equipment from the venue of your choice (signs, stands, cones, etc.) and a flat, open area to set them up as a course. The badge is based on the AKC rally venue, so if the venue chosen doesn’t have an equivalent sign for one or more of the required moves, the AKC signs can be printed from their Rally rulebook or you can make your own.  Exercises need to be performed as would be required by AKC if the required exercise is not used by the venue of your choice. 
Video Requirements:  Once a course is set-up using as many of the required signs as possible, walk through the course with just the video camera (no dog) so the evaluator can see the course signs and order (or include a scan of the course map as provided by the judge). Then perform the course with the dog.  If there are any required signs that wouldn’t work within the course, you can perform those separately.  It is most helpful if you can have a camera operator to zoom in on you when you are at the far end of the ring, but make sure that the handler and dog’s entire bodies remain visible. Here is an example of good camera work and performance on a UKC course: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KRIAnx7ny8&feature=plcp You should not put music on your video submission.  The evaluator needs to hear if any cues are given too loud or harshly (if possible over the noise of the trial).
For Evaluator certification: The video will need to show a lecture type class in which the future evaluator is covering some of the different signs and a demo of how to perform them as well as the rules of at least one rally venue along with the badge requirements.  The future evaluator then needs to create and set-up a course that includes as many of the signs as possible and fits nicely in the space available (other required signs can get tested separately).  The future evaluator would then perform the role of a rally judge to put the team through the course and determine if the team earns the badge or needs to try again after more training. 

Allowable: 

On leash performance.
Talking to the dog.

Extra cues
Not Allowable:



Using non-approved training methods


Using equipment not allowed by the venue chosen



Using food on the testing course (even if your venue allows food)


Any conduct unbefitting a Dog Scout team.
