Criteria for Obedience (shaping) Badges 

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
Naked Dog Obedience Badge
This badge shows that the handler has taught his or her dog basic obedience or tricks, using shaping and operant conditioning and that the dog has learned to work at a distance without the need for a leash.  
Dog Requirements:  The dog can perform 5 different behaviors in a row at least 5 feet away from the handler using only one cue per behavior (must perform on the first cue).  Some examples of acceptable behaviors to use: sit, down, stand, back-up, spin, lie on side, beg, bark, wave, wipe your face, sneeze, roll over, take a bow, and stand on hind legs.  The dog can maintain obedience heel position for 10 strides while off leash by “choosing to heel.”  
Owner Requirements:  Handler understands the concept of operant conditioning and shaping.  Handler understands how to teach various basic obedience exercises or tricks using positive reinforcement. Handler has to have trained the dog at least one NEW behavior for this badge using operant conditioning and not using a leash.  Handler should not move from their starting spot once the testing has started. Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority. 

Equipment Needed:  An area in which to check out the Scout and handler are all that is needed.

Video Requirements: Need to see all of the dog and all of the handler during the entire check out.  Dog should be placed on a stay, then the handler walks 5-10’ away and faces the dog.  It should be easy to see and/or hear the cues being given and the dog’s response to those cues.  Behaviors chosen should be easy to see or hear on the video and have a definite start/end to each behavior (clear change from one behavior to the next). 
For the heeling, demonstrate at least 10 steps of off leash heeling. The dog needs to show he/she clearly understands where obedience heel position is located and chooses to maintain that position as the handler starts, moves and stops.  A sit at the end of the heeling is not needed. 

For evaluator status:  The future Evaluator should show an active training session in which they are working with at least one person and their dog, helping them teach/learn a new behavior for this badge.  Also show at least one dog/handler team being put through the testing for the badge. 

Allowable: 

Wearing a collar (the dog doesn’t have to be completely naked!)
Using a verbal and hand signal simultaneously 

Not Allowable:



-Using a leash




-Mistakes.  Dog must perform each of the 5 behaviors (handler’s choice) on the first cue, one after the other, from 5 feet away.  If the dog fails to correctly respond to ONE of the cues the FIRST time it is given, you need to work on it further.



-Demonstrating any behaviors where punishment has been used as a primary tool to get the behavior.


-Putting the dog on a mat, raised surface or having any change in height or surface type between the dog and handler.  No line on the floor or other visual or scent marker the dog has learned to stay behind.


-Handler backing up.  The handler should not move from their starting point, it’s the dog’s job to remain at least 5’ away. 



-Pattern training the dog. Training a “behavior chain” is not what this badge is about. The dog should be able to perform the behaviors in any order. If there is any question about whether or not the dog was always asked to do the behaviors in the same order or not, the evaluator may ask the person to demonstrate the behaviors again in a different order. 
