
Rules to abide by during camp for everyone’s safety and enjoyment

Have FUN! This should be the main goal for every person at camp and do your best to ensure your
dog is having fun too! Of course, don’t let your fun interfere with another person or dog’s fun or safety.

Your Camp Community
Be nice to the new members of your temporary “family”(fellow
campers). Attitudes are contagious; is yours worth catching? In other
words, everything you need to know to get along well, you learned in
kindergarten. Share. Play nice. Be unselfish. If you can’t say nice
things, don’t say it.

Be positive! Your memories of camp will be exactly what you take
away with you— if you find fault with everything you experience, then
you’re going to have a bummer time; if you look forward to each new experience as valuable and
educational, you’re going to have a lot of fun and you will cherish your camp memories for years to
come! Camp will have good parts and some parts you might see as bad — which will you focus on?
Martha Washington said: “The greater part of our happiness depends on our disposition, not on our
circumstances.”There are plenty of mosquitoes, the weather is rarely perfect for a full week, sand gets
everywhere and not every human or dog will get along every minute of each day. There is also an
abundance of learning new things, spending time with your dog, making new friends and fun! If you
focus on all the good things and prepare yourself as best you can for the potentially negative, you will
enjoy camp much more!

General Safety:
Be proactive in keeping your dog safe and out of trouble. Watch for signs of stress or aggression. Keep
your dog at a safe distance from other dogs unless it’s clear the other dog and person are ok with your
dog getting close. This is especially true upon arrival and during day one when the dogs and people
are a bit stressed by all the new sights, sounds, smells and fellow campers they don’t yet know. This is
also before campers may have had a chance to get a safety bandanna described below.

BARKING DOGS:
If you dog barks at another dog or person, do your best to quickly get his attention back on you to
interrupt that barking behavior. Use his most favorite treats or toy in front of his nose to move it back
toward you or use your movement away from the other dog/person to get your dog’s attention back.
Try having the dog do simple behaviors he knows well that you can reward to refocus his attention on
you (sit, down, touch, etc.) and to get him back to thinking mode and out of reactive mode.

If your dog gets barked at, get his attention back on you and give the other dog some space. By getting
your dog to look away from the barking dog you help your dog give a “calming signal”to that dog to tell
him your dog doesn’t want to fight. If you allow your dog to stare at, or bark at, the barking dog then the
opposite signal (“let’s rumble”) is sent.

SAFETY BANDANNAS:
Yellow bandannas are for dogs that don’t like other dogs in their face. Please respect this unspoken
request to keep your dog back.

Rainbow striped bandannas are for dogs that are uncomfortable with unknown people touching them
or getting in their space. Be sure kids understand this signal as some dogs might only have this issue
with children.

Blue bandannas with bones on them are for dogs with food allergies or that the owner doesn’t want
other people to give treats. Because of dogs with severe food allergies, please pick up any dropped
treats if your dog doesn’t beat you to them. :-)



BELL/EMERGENCY SIGNAL:
We use a loud bell to signal the start of meals and sometimes the start of classes. But if you hear the
bell ring 7 times that is an emergency signal (be sure kids know this and only let your dog practice
pulling the rope to ring the bell a few times!) Respond to the lodge for further instructions. If camp
needs to be evacuated (because of something like a forest fire) be sure you have read the laminated
blue emergency page found in your room or rental RV and know how to get to the head-count gathering
locations. This page of emergency info covers other emergencies as well. If you are not staying at
camp or brought your own lodging, just see the Administrative Assistant to get a copy of this info.

SMOKING:
Only smoke outside and away from the other campers. Be sure to pick-up any butts and dispose of
them properly in the “smoker stations”near each door to the lodge. In addition to being unsightly and a
potential fire hazard if there are dry conditions, we don’t want to risk a dog or critter ingesting them or
stepping on a hot butt. Please do not place butts in a trash can that is inside a building. All camp
buildings and rental RV’s are non-smoking areas. If you choose to smoke during the hikes, do so near
the back of the group so others don’t have to walk through your smoke.

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES:
If there is a medical emergency, have someone advise a staff member as soon as
possible. You can use 911 to call emergency services for a human emergency. There
is a map, address and phone number to the nearest vet on the bulletin board that is
closest to the badge forms bin in the lodge. We also try to have a vet or vet tech at
each camp and several staff members are experienced with handling minor canine
emergencies. There is a first aid kit in a yellow tool box on top of the freezer in the
kitchen.

All injuries and incidents must be reported to staff so they can be documented as soon as possible after
the incident. If you witnessed an injury or an accident, please let staff know so we can include what
you saw on the report. This includes both human incidents/injuries and dog incidents/injuries.

LEAVING CAMP/ GOING TO TOWN:
If you go to town or leave camp for any reason, please note the time you left and estimated time of
arrival back at camp on the sign-out sheet. If you decide camp is not for you and you want to leave,
please let a staff member know or note it on the sign-out sheet. We don’t want to have to dredge the
lake for you because we think you have gone missing! If you have a cell phone, please also list that on
the sign-out if you only plan to be gone for a little while. If a little while turns into much longer, it would
be helpful if we have a way to check on your welfare so we don’t have to worry and wonder.

Look out for the welfare of your fellow campers. If you notice someone has not been seen for awhile or
someone seems to be having a bad time please let a staff person know. If you see a child about to do
(or doing) something unsafe please try to stop them and advise a staff member. It is the parent or
guardian’s responsibility to monitor their child, but we don’t want anyone hurt if it can be prevented.

BUG SPRAY/ PERFUME:
Some of the staff and often some of the campers are chemically sensitive. In an effort to help them
enjoy camp without feeling ill, we request that bug spray only be applied outside and that perfume use
be kept to a minimum. Its camp, no one expects you to look and smell fancy anyway :-)

Every person and dog at camp must be registered in advance to be there. For health reasons, animals
other than dogs cannot be brought onto camp property. If you bring extra dogs, cats, children or other
animals in to camp without letting us know and/or paying for them to be there you will be asked to leave
or be charged the usual rate for each. Help us keep the camp safe and healthy.



General Rules:
Each person (kids included) is responsible for watching their dogs for
elimination and cleaning up after their dog(s)! If you let your dog off-leash
in the play yard, be sure to watch them carefully (follow them if they go to
the back). On trails, your dog should not get out of your sight. Place
collected waste into the 5 gallon buckets found around camp and on the
trails. Be sure the waste is sealed inside a clean-up bag.

Help keep your camp beautiful. We don’t have a camp maid service. Everybody is expected to clean
up their own room and help clean up camp both during camp and before leaving. Scouts always leave
things cleaner than they found them. Lonnie and Ed are stuck with cleaning up any messes left behind
after camp and they have enough to do already. Each person will be assigned to help with clean-up
duties on a specific day of camp. Be sure to do your part to help the members of your clean-up team.
The camp is owned and run by Dog Scouts of America, so it is YOUR camp too!

Please respect camp property and use it with care. Return any items that you pull out to the storage
place where they belong (even if that’s not where you found them). If anything gets damaged, please
let staff know immediately (especially if it creates a safety hazard). If you or your dog damages or
breaks camp property, you may be asked to replace it or pay for the replacement.

If you need to groom or spray treatments/bug spray on your dog only do this outside. Be courteous to
those who are sensitive to perfumes and chemicals- it can cause serious medical issues for them. And
if you get a lot of hair off your dog, please clean it up. While the birds can use a little bit of hair, it is
unsightly to see a spot where it looks like a dog exploded all of the hair off his body. :-)

Off-leash play yard rules:
Some additional rules and safety info about the play
yard (and other aspects of camp) is found in the
“General Instructions and Orientation”info found in the
camp section of the DSA website. Be sure you have
read that info as well.

Unless the entry gate is left open, it’s a good idea to call
out before you enter to see if anyone is currently using
the area. They may be hidden in the back of the area.
Clipping your dog’s leash to the gate when you enter is
a good indicator to others that someone is in the play
yard.

If the person or persons already in the play yard are ok with your dog joining theirs, there are some
things you can do to make the entry of your dog safer and less stressful. Each person in the play yard
should call their dog to them and hold their dog’s collar till the new dog is in and off-leash. Move the
new dog away from the corner and then the dogs can be released ONE AT A TIME to greet the new
dog. This will help prevent the new dog from feeling overwhelmed and/or being mobbed and/or
cornered by the dogs already in the play yard.

Be sure as you exit that no other dog is trying to sneak out with you. If there is a dog trying to get out of
the gate ask the owner to call him/her away before you open the gate.

If an agility class is taking place, please do not use the off-leash area for exciting games that cause
your dog to bark or run. If you just need to take your dog in there to eliminate, that’s fine. But dogs
running, playing and barking next door to the agility ring is very distracting to dogs just learning about
agility. If someone is just practicing agility with their dog during a non-class time, be respectful and try
not to let your dog be too much of a distraction.



Dogs are welcome to dig in the play yard, especially in the sand pile in there. But if your dog digs a
hole somewhere other than the sand pile, please fill it in before you leave to prevent twisted ankles or
injured dogs.

Use toys in this area wisely. If they seem to be causing a guarding issues, put the toys outside the
fence or remove the guarding dog.

If anyone is waiting to use the area, please limit your time in there. Perhaps it is someone with a dog
that needs to use the area alone, or that is not compatible with the dogs currently in the yard. Or maybe
it’s your dog that needs to be in the yard alone.

If your dog is reliable off-leash to your recall cue and needs an area to play
fetch or Frisbee or do distance work, there is a large open field available just
off the trail that runs by Lonnie’s house. But if a class is taking place on the
field, please hold off on your dog’s play session till class is over.

Agility field rules:
We ask that you attend the O&S on Agility before you
allow your dog on the camp agility equipment. But if you
have been competing in agility with the dog you brought to
camp, you may use the equipment at any time as long as
you have a buddy on the field or there is someone within
shouting distance that could help you if you were to fall.

Please be sure your dog eliminates BEFORE bringing him
onto the agility field. Having dogs mark or leave presents
in this area increases the chances that a dog on course
will get distracted by the scents left behind. Do your best
to clean-up any accidents that occur on the agility field.

Agility training is physical! This is true for you and the dog. Be sure you are ready for aerobic exercise
in the potentially very warm weather before going on the field. You may want to practice first thing in
the morning when it’s coolest, but then you’ll need to make up a hike if you are also trying for a trails
badge. Watch yourself and your dog for signs of over heating and take frequent breaks in the shade.

Because you may be running and bending, dropped treats and accidently dumped treat bags are more
likely. Be extra vigilant that you pick-up any treats you or your dog may drop.

The Agility equipment is sturdy, but not all of the equipment is built with the same materials as you
might find at a competition. If there are any pieces of equipment you are not comfortable with your dog
using, then choose to skip that piece.

If multiple people are on the field (like in class) be very careful to keep your dog near you or keep them
on-leash so that he doesn’t get in the face or go zooming past a yellow bandanna dog.

If you or your dog needs special assistance, the instructors are often happy to accommodate you. But
if you are requesting help during a time when agility class is not scheduled, be respectful of the
instructor’s personal time. Instructors are also at camp to enjoy camp with their own dog and may be
teaching multiple classes.

Campers with experience are encouraged to help those new to the sport. Just be sure to use only non-
punishment, reward-based training methods.

Children must be accompanied by an adult (on the field with them) that will watch them while they use
the agility field. At no time are humans allowed on the agility equipment!



Splash Pond rules:
Swim in the pond at your own risk. There are no
lifeguards at any time. Children MUST have an adult on
the shore or with them assigned to watching them closely
and responsible for their safety before they can get in the
water (other campers or an instructor at the water doesn’t
count because they have other things that need their
attention). If a child is on any watercraft, they must wear a
lifejacket. These are provided in the boat house.

Please do not let your dog play in the water when a class
is taking place in the open grassy area between the lake
and lodge. A dog at the lake can be very distracting to a

dog trying to learn something new in class.

Do not take your dog to play at the lake during the times when water classes are being held at the lake.
There are plenty of non-class times when you can use the lake simply for your dog’s enjoyment. Be
aware of the times dock diving is allowed during classes and respect those times. We try to reduce the
dock diving during times when dogs are just learning to feel safe in the water or just learning to swim.

If your dog is toy possessive and might fight over a toy, do your best to only have him play at times
when other dogs are not close or by giving him enough distance that you feel the other dogs are safe
and not likely to bother your dog. Also advise anyone that arrives in the area that your dog may guard
toys so they know to keep their dogs back.

If a floating ladder is attached to the purple dock, do NOT climb on it or allow any kids to climb on it.
The floating ladder is ONLY for dogs. If it breaks free, it could sink and be lost. There is a permanently
attached ladder for people use.

Even though your dog is wet or frequently in the water, be aware heat stroke can still occur. Limit the
amount of aerobic exercise your dog enjoys by helping him take frequent breaks in the shade. Monitor
your dog for signs of heat stroke (labored panting, reduced activity or lethargy, bright red gums,
excessive salivation, etc.) If you suspect heat stroke, have someone find the vet tech or staff person
immediately. Put the A/C in your car on and sit in your cool car with your dog. Heat stroke can cause
organ and brain damage, so you might want to get to the vet to have your dog checked even if they
appear to have recovered.

Store Rules:
Each person is responsible for adding the items they what to purchase
from the store onto their page of the camp tab book. Each person runs a
tab and then pays before leaving camp with a check or cash. You can
put the items on your tab to immediate use; you don’t need to wait until
you pay to remove your items from the store. But we do ask that each
item be added to your tab page before it exits the store. We trust you to
be honest and not try to cheat DSA out of the minimal profits made on
the items sold. Please don’t make us have to re-think that policy.

Kids need to be accompanied by their parent or guardian while in the
store.

If you don’t know the price of something, just leave that part blank on your tab and be descriptive about
the item you purchased so the price can be filled in later.

If you need help deciding which item or size you or your dog needs, there is a camp store manager
available to help you and most questions can be answered by any available staff member.



Room mate rules:
If you are sharing a group room in the lodge, please
follow basic common sense and courtesy rules. Treat
others as you would want them to treat you. Keep the
amount of space you use in the room to a minimum.

If your dog is likely to try to escape when you leave the
room, be sure the dog is securely confined away from
the door of the room. Your room mate(s) should not
need to worry about accidently letting your dog escape if
they need to get into the room.

If your dog is likely to get into your roommates “stuff”
including their dog food or treats, do not leave your dog in the room without securely confining him/her.
If your dog DOES get loose and eat or damage anyone else’s stuff, you are responsible for replacing it
or providing compensation to the owner.

Store your treats, dog food and any other potential edibles or dangerous items (meds, etc.) out of the
reach of dogs. Some rooms have a shelf that hangs from the ceiling. In other rooms, bringing a sturdy
plastic bin is the best bet for this sort of stuff.
If you must get up during the night, be very quiet, and use a small, dim light, that will not blind everyone
else (don’t turn on the overhead light.) There are touch lights available for you to borrow, if you don’t
have one with you. Just ask.

Remove your dog’s jingling tags (or have the dog wear tag silencers or bring some rubber bands to
wrap around the tags) at bed time.

Respect quiet time (11pm to 7am) and do your best not to make any more noise than you would in a
sleeping baby’s room. Even if the people in your room are not sleeping, others in the lodge likely are
trying to sleep.

Run your fan for “white noise”and to circulate the air in your room, whether or not your window is open.

Bring rugs for your room to help deaden the sound (they also help collect sand so it won’t get into your
bed and they also eliminate the toenail clicking sound.)

Leave the sound deadeners hanging in your room (that’s what those soft white panels are that hang
from the ceiling in the bunk rooms.)

Use earphones to play a radio or television

Kid’s safety:
If you are bringing a child with you to camp, be sure to read this
section. The camp staff members and fellow campers are not
baby-sitters and are not responsible for your child. YOU are
responsible for your child and their safety. You will be expected
to be with your child as much as their age and
responsibility/behavior requires, and to monitor them.

Instruct your child to always ask if it’s ok before he approaches
any dog, even if the child has touched that dog before. As the
week goes on, the tolerance levels of the dogs may drop and it
may become less safe for the child to interact with certain dogs
that may have been fine at the start of the week. If told no, the
child must leave that dog alone.



Teach your child to look at dog’s paws or shoulders and to only look in short duration glances. Some
dogs find a child looking into their eyes for more than a few seconds to be very unsettling and possibly
even threatening.

If a person says the child can meet their dog, the child should stand in place and encourage the dog to
approach. This ensures that the dog is comfortable enough with the child to want to move closer. If the
child moves toward the dog and the dog isn’t as comfortable as the owner thought, he might feel
trapped and react badly.

Hugging a dog and putting hands on the dog’s cheeks to look at the dog’s face is dangerous! Children
should stand beside the dog to pet and not directly in front. Scratching a dog on the shoulder or chest
is safest as long as the dog has moved to the child.

WALKING ONLY- Many dogs have prey drive that is triggered by a person, especially a child, running.
Camp is exciting and it’s hard to contain that excitement, but please monitor your child to ensure they
are moving at an appropriate pace when dogs are present. Running past a dog is a good way to get
bitten or cause the dog to become reactive (barking/lunging).

Teach your child to look for loose and wiggly body language and avoid any dog that looks “stiff”or has
a closed mouth. For excellent dog body language training and bite prevention info for children, visit:
www.DogGoneSafe.com and the “Kids and dogs”section of the “helpful articles”page of the DSA
website.

http://www.doggonesafe.com/

